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A Cooperative Children’s Book Center Choice of 2013Reading Is Fundamental STEAM

CollectionKunu wants to make a pack basket, just like the other men on Indian Island.But

making the basket is difficult, and Kunu gets frustrated. He is ready to give up when his

grandfather intervenes. This is not only a story about a family tradition, but also a story about

learning to be patient and gentle with yourself. A story about contemporary Native American

life This new paperback edition includes a new Author’s Note about the traditions and

importance of basketmaking in Penobscot Nation culture.Fountas & Pinnell Level N

"Beautifully written and illustrated . . . I hope Lee DeCora Francis writes some more books.

She’s got a knack for seamlessly presenting the story without sounding didactic. This is

exquisite writing, and I’d love to see more of it." � Debbie Reese, American Indians in Children’s

Literature"Details of Kunu’s home are gracefully juxtaposed with images of baskets from eras

past holding fish, berries, potatoes, ferns, and more, suggesting that longstanding cultural

traditions can be readily integrated into a contemporary lifestyle." � Publishers Weekly"Kunu’s

Basket is a delightful addition to Tilbury House’s growing list of titles by Native New Englanders

that depict modern American Indian lives. This simple story of a contemporary Penobscot boy

being encouraged to make his first basket is told and illustrated with accuracy, clarity, and

intelligence. It truly should delight not only young children, but people of all ages. It’s not just

about the enduring nature of traditional crafts; it also demonstrates the values of patience,

family, and perseverance." � Joseph Bruchac, author of Our Stories Remember --This text refers

to the paperback edition.From the Back CoverKunu wants to make a pack basket, just like the

other men on Indian Island. But making the basket is difficult, and Kunu gets frustrated. He is

ready to give up when his grandfather intervenes. This is not only a story about a family

tradition, but also a story about learning to be patient and gentle with yourself. --This text refers

to the paperback edition.About the AuthorLee DeCora Francis (Penobscot/HoChunk) comes

from both the Penobscot Indian Nation in Maine and the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. She is

a teacher at the tribal elementary school located at the Penobscot Nation. She lives on Indian

Island in Maine with her husband, two beautiful sons, and their cat.Susan Drucker has loved

drawing and painting since she was a child. An illustrator and artist, she lives with her husband

in Bowdoinham, Maine, and has two grown children. --This text refers to the paperback

edition.From the Inside FlapYoung Kunu wants to make a pack basket on his own. He's

watched his dad and his grandfather make baskets on Indian Island, but now that he's trying to

make one for himself, it's not as easy as he thought it would be. Kunu isn't a quitter, but he gets

so frustrated that he has to go outside to cool off. When his grandfather asks Kunu to help him

with some basket-making tasks, Kunu comes to understand that it is the tradition in his family

for one generation to help the next. He also learns that it might take several tries before he gets

it right. Can he be patient enough to try again and again? His grandfather shows him the way,

and at last Kunu's first basket is something to celebrate. --This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.Read more
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“I can’t do it. It’s too hard. I just can’t make baskets,” Kunu muttered, turning awayfrom the

tangle of ash strips.“Would you like some help?” asked his dad.

“No, thanks. I want to do it myself.” He looked one more time at the pile ofash strips. “I’m going

outside for a while before I try again.”

Muhmum watched from his porch next door as the boy plunked down on a log

Around Our Way on Neighbors' Day, Thanks to the Animals: 10th Anniversary Edition, Buffalo

Bird Girl: A Hidatsa Story, Mango, Abuela, and Me, No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and

His Kingdom in Kansas, What Can You Do with a Paleta? (Tomas Rivera Mexican American

Children's Book Award), How Tall? (Wacky Comparisons), Which One Doesn't Belong?:

Playing with Shapes, Grandma's Tiny House, Ten Pigs: An Epic Bath Adventure, Roberto

Clemente: Pride of the Pittsburgh Pirates, Muskrat Will Be Swimming, SkySisters, Math for All

Seasons (Scholastic Bookshelf), Grandpa Cacao: A Tale of Chocolate, from Farm to Family

Swamp, “Nice story. We enjoyed the topic to go along .... Nice story. We enjoyed the topic to go

along with a basket making lesson, and that it tied in to "keep trying" even when something is

difficult. Also like the cultural references which we can research more.”

hollora, “Perfect book for Young Readers. This is a wonderful book! It is filled with family values

and a story of an art still preserved. Whether this is for your young reader or to read to a

youngster (my 4 1/2 year old Granddaughter loves it) - it is a must have. Perfect for Home

Schoolers, to add to your library, or classroom. The illustrations in this book are wonderful.I

ordered this book when it was in pre-order. It was promptly delivered (actually early).

Transaction was flawless.I will be purchasing more copies for gifts. Thanks to the author for

sharing her family's story.  Can't wait for more!”

J, “A Beautiful Story. Kunu's Basket is a beautiful story. I love that it has a traditional theme but

set in the modern day. I have given this book to the young people in my life, in hopes that they

will appreciate and learn from  Kunu's patience and perseverance.”

D. M. Kelly, “Kunu's Basket. A wonderful story about family, tradition and the teachings of native

artistry from one generation to another. A great story for our children to read because whether

they are Native American children or any other nationality, they will be able to see themselves

in Kunu and their own journey to succeed. Donating a copy to our local library to give the

children of my town a chance to read this lovely story.”

BookGeek, “Wonderful story. This is truly a wonderful story about a Penobscot family and the

closeness between a boy and his grandfather. I loved how the grandfather teaches his

grandson how to make baskets. The artwork is beautiful, and this book will be a great addition

to anyone's library!”
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Gunner, “Heart felt. This is a wonderful book that shows a small piece of native culture and the

family bonds that unite all people. Native Americans have a different teaching style than the

traditional western european style. This book highlights that style. It shows how families are

multi generational in the passing of cultural knowledge.”

SL, “Great Book!. This is an excellent book with fantastic illustrations. It's a constant choice by

my children for story time and is enjoyed by the entire family.”

mizkeely, “awesome story. I really liked this book, I search all over for quality books about

native american people for my children and grand children so that they can have something in

print to identify with. this book hits the nail on the head (so to speak) in providing my family

with exactly what we need. the facts are accurate, the author knows what she is talking about

and I appreicate that!”

The book by Phyllis Krasilovsky has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 23 people have provided feedback.
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